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19 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to 

win as many as possible.  20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews.  To those 

under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so 

as to win those under the law.  21 To those not having the law I became like one not having 

the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win 

those not having the law.  22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak.  I have become 

all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some.  23 I do all this for 

the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 

 

On Saturday, June 25, in the year 1530, at three o’clock in the afternoon, Dr. Christian 

Beyer stood up, walked across the room to Charles V, emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, and 

began to read the Augsburg Confession in a loud, clear voice.  It was a day just as important to 

the Christian church as the perhaps more famous date of October 31, 1517 when Dr. Luther 

nailed the Ninety-five Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, a day we now 

celebrate as Reformation Day. 

When Luther posted those theses in 1517, he started a reformation of the Christian 

church.  With the presentation of the Augsburg Confession on June 25, 1530, the Lutheran 

Church was officially born.  But what was the purpose of that Reformation?  What was the 

purpose of this Augsburg Confession?  The confessors wished to convey that through this 

reformation they were not seeking to divorce themselves from the Christian church.  On the 

contrary, it was their intent to show that they held firmly and confidently to all of the teachings 

of Scripture and to the true faith of the Christian church. 

Corruption of the worst kind had found its way into the church.  A false doctrine of works 

righteousness had taken hold, a teaching that condemned any and all who believed that faith in 

the saving work of Christ was sufficient for salvation.  This teaching was directly opposed to the 

clear message of God’s Word and it was this corruption that the Lutheran confessors sought to 

purge from the church.  In Article XV of the Augsburg Confession they urged the church to do 

away with any traditions or ceremonies that were instituted with the purpose of making 

satisfaction for sins.  Those teachings were useless and contrary to the Gospel. 

At the same time, there were many traditions within the church that were profitable.  

They promoted good peace and order within the church and the confessors urged that such 

traditions continue to be observed.  One such tradition was the following of the Church Calendar.  

The Calendar is not only a way to order our Sundays so that we always have a Christmas and an 

Easter each year, it is a teaching tool.  Right now, we are entering a turning point in the Church 

Calendar as we move from the Season of Ordinary Time back into the festival part of the church 

year.  The Festival portion of the Calendar is very dear to us.  It includes the days of Christmas, 

Epiphany, the Sundays of Lent, Good Friday, Easter, the Ascension of our Lord, and Pentecost.  

During those weeks, we revisit year after year the wonderful things that Christ has done for us. 



In the four weeks between now and the season of Advent, we’ll be looking forward to the 

End Times, the Last Day when Christ will come again and take us to be with Him forever in 

heaven.  So what happens with the weeks in between?  Following Pentecost, we have what 

seems like an endless number of Sundays listed on the Calendar as Sundays after Pentecost.  

Today is the 22nd Sunday after Pentecost.  These weeks, as well as the weeks between the season 

of Christmas and Lent make up what we call Ordinary Time and they span over half of the entire 

church year!  The purpose of Ordinary Time is to look at the life of a Christian and to examine 

what is in store for us as we live in this time between the first coming of Christ and all He did for 

us then and the return of Christ on the last day.  

It’s a season where we look primarily at the struggle between the sinful nature and the 

new nature we have in Christ.  These past eight weeks, we’ve been doing that with a series of 

sermons that focus on the impact Christ has made on us through His death and resurrection.  

Today is our last Sunday in that series and today we see the impact that Jesus has made on our 

ambition.  Maybe another word we could substitute for “ambition” is “will.”  How has the death 

and resurrection of Christ impacted my will? 

As we look at the five verses from 1 Corinthians that made up our epistle lesson, we’ll 

see how they impacted the Apostle Paul.  They gave him a new attitude, a new lifestyle, and new 

purpose.  But before we look at the good example let’s look at a couple of bad ones.  In our Old 

Testament lesson, the Chronicler gives us the account of King Uzziah.  Uzziah was ninth in 

succession of the Kings of Judah following David and his 52 year reign marked the Silver age of 

the monarchy.  He took the throne when he was only sixteen years old and he remained faithful 

to God throughout his tenure as king.  When you read through Chronicles, it’s hard not to get 

depressed sometimes.  The state of this nation of God’s chosen people was abysmal.  But then 

we get to Uzziah and you think, “Alright, we got ourselves a keeper.”  Then we get to verse 16: 

But when he became strong, he grew arrogant and it led to his own destruction.  I almost 

get mad at myself for getting my hopes up.  I should have seen it coming though.  I mean, that’s 

what almost all of these Old Testament kings did.  They let their own pride come between them 

and the Lord. 

That may not be surprising behavior for a king of Judah as it followed the downward 

spiral toward captivity, but in our Gospel lesson this morning we saw that same prideful attitude 

in James and John.  Not only are these two of Jesus’ chosen twelve disciples, these are two of the 

inner triad, that special group—Peter, James, and John—who seemed to be closer to Jesus than 

the rest.  James and John aren’t the only disciples we see who are guilty of prideful thoughts 

though.  Just a few weeks ago, we saw Peter confess that Jesus was the Son of God and then with 

his next words openly defy the plan that Son of God had revealed to them.  What is that if not 

pride? 

There’s a pretty big message for us here.  If the king of God’s chosen people is not 

immune to sins of pride, are you?  If the twelve disciples of Jesus were not immune to the sins of 

pride, are you?  It doesn’t take a whole lot of introspection to come to the answer: no, we’re not.  

In fact, pride is one of the sins that comes easiest to us because it is so symptomatic of our basic 

mindset since the fall into sin.  The reason pride leads to destruction is that it undermines each 

and every one of the relationships you have.  Pride will destroy your relationship with your 



spouse, your kids, your friends, you neighbors, and finally as it did with Uzziah, your 

relationship with God.  When that relationship dies, your destruction is complete. 

St. Paul realized one more relationship that pride can damage: the relationship between us 

and people who need to hear the gospel.  He knew that if he let pride get in the way, even pride 

in who he was as a Christian, then he was not going to be as effective as he could be in winning 

people over for Christ.  Let’s look again at the words of 1 Corinthians 9:16ff, you’re going to 

want to take a look at it again yourself: Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made 

myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.  To the Jews I became like a Jew, to 

win the Jews.  To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am 

not under the law), so as to win those under the law.  To those not having the law I became 

like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s 

law), so as to win those not having the law.  To the weak I became weak, to win the weak.  I 

have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some.  I do 

all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 

It’s not the easiest paragraph to wrap your mind around, is it?  It get confusing in that 

first sentence: though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to 

everyone.  That’s the paradox of Christian living.  We need to balance our Christian freedom 

with our Christian responsibility.  So, what is Christian freedom?  Well first, let’s look at a 

couple things that it is not.  Christian freedom is not the license to follow our fleshly passions or 

worldly desires because after all Christ has forgiven us our sins.  Christians are not freed to sin.  

On the other hand, neither is Christian freedom a freedom from good works.  Again, we are not 

freed on account of the salvation Christ won for us to do whatever we want.  What Christian 

freedom is is freedom from the notion that good works save us.  It is freedom from the terrifying 

concept that my salvation hinges on my adherence to the law. 

That brings us to the next, big, confusing part of this section of Scripture.  Who is under 

the law and in what way, and who is not?  The first thing to realize is that when Paul says “Jews” 

and when he says “those under the law” he is talking about the same group of people.  The Jews 

were “under the law,” in a sense that no one else was because they were under the outward 

regime of the law.  In other words, the Law of Moses was for the Jews and for no one else. 

But the Jews were not only under the law in that outward sense, but inwardly as well.  

They thought that by following the law, they could earn themselves salvation and so when Jesus 

came, they rejected Him and His gospel.  Because of that, they were not only under the regime of 

the law, but also under its curse and condemnation.   

Now the Gentiles were not under the outward regime of the law, they had no Law of 

Moses, so in that sense Paul could refer to them as “those not having the law.”  Yet they also did 

not have the gospel, the good news of salvation through Jesus, so inwardly, they too were under 

the curse and condemnation of the law.  As long as the Jews remained Jews, the law would damn 

them and as long as the Gentiles remained Gentiles, the law would damn them. 

Paul, as well as you and I, fell into a different category entirely.  Paul was not a Gentile, 

nor did he any longer identify as a Jew.  He was a Christian, and he recognized that as a 

Christian because of the death and resurrection of Christ, his relationship to the law had changed.  

As a Christian, he was not under the law.  He was no longer under the regime of the Law of 

Moses.  The Law of Moses had served to point the people to their need for a Savior, that need 



had been fulfilled by Christ and so the law itself had been fulfilled by Christ.  Because of the 

sacrifice Christ made in His death, Paul was no longer under the power or curse of the law either.  

He had been declared not guilty, made innocent through the blood of Jesus.  The same is true for 

you and me.   

That is Christian freedom: freedom from the power and curse of the law and freedom 

from its outward regime.  Paul also recognized that as a Christian, he was not without the law in 

every sense but rather his relationship to the law was only different than it was before.  As a Jew, 

outside of the blessings of the gospel, the law had been a cruel master.  Now, in Christ, with the 

law viewed through the lens of the gospel, it had become his friend even his servant.  The law 

now served only to show him those works that are pleasing in God’s sight, works which he 

gladly did out of love for his Savior.  That is the same relationship that you and I now have with 

the law.  And it’s the same relationship we have with good works.  Good works do not make a 

man righteous, rather a righteous man does good works, and he is made righteous through the 

sacrificial death and victorious resurrection of Christ the Savior. 

 Well now that we have that freedom from the law, what are we going to do with it?  

What’s our aim, our focus, our purpose?  For Paul it was pretty clear, he was going to use that 

freedom so that, to the best of his ability, he could win as many souls for Jesus as was humanly 

possible.  In order to do that, he says he had enslaved himself to everyone.  To illustrate that, I’m 

going to use something very cliché, a ham sandwich.  If Paul was trying to bring the gospel to a 

Gentile and they offered him a ham sandwich he could take and eat it because he was no longer 

bound by the ceremonial law that said, “Thou shalt not eat pork.”  At the same time, if he was 

trying to bring the gospel to a Jew he wasn’t going to walk up, eating a ham sandwich, and try to 

start up a conversation.  Paul adjusted to meet the people where they were at so that he could 

give them what they really needed, the message of the gospel. 

Paul devoted his entire lifestyle to serve his evangelism so that through everything he did 

he made it easier to bring the good news of Jesus to others.  But that was Paul, and he was an 

apostle so that’s what he was called to do.  Your situation is different though, right, so what are 

you going to do with your Christian freedom?  Well, is our situation any different than Paul’s or 

have we been called to the exact same service.  Paul gives us the answer just a little farther on in 

his letter, Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.  Do 

not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— even as I try to 

please everyone in every way.  For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so 

that they may be saved.  Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ (1Co 10:31–

11:1). 

God has called each and every one of us here to be His ambassadors in this world.  God 

has called you to order your entire life around active and intentional evangelism.  Not just 

posting a nice little Scripture on Facebook, although that certainly isn’t going to hurt anything, 

but intentionalizing a lifestyle that does whatever it takes to bring the gospel of Jesus to the 

people around you in this world.  Paul says his aim in doing that is that by the grace of God, 

some might be saved.  It’s important for us to notice that Paul says “some.”  You won’t save 

everyone; neither could Paul.  In fact, he didn’t even say that he would save some people, just 

that he might. 



The number of people that you save through your own personal evangelism is not up to 

you.  That’s up to God.  So don’t get frustrated when your efforts seem to be spent in vain or 

when your words seem to fall on deaf ears.  For all you know you might be planting a seed that 

someone else down the road will be able to water.  No matter what, the harvest is the Lord’s.  

We aren’t winning souls for ourselves; we’re winning souls for Jesus.  At the end of the day, the 

numbers don’t matter for us.  What matters is whether we’re doing it!  Are we living our lives in 

response to gospel?  Are we doing everything we can, becoming all things to all people even if 

that means at times reaching outside our comfort zones, to spread the Kingdom of God?  Or are 

we letting the sins of pride take over, and going through each day to make more money, eat more 

food, and have more fun for ourselves? 

Winning souls for Christ was not the only reason Paul lived a life full of such 

intentionalized evangelism.  In the last verse of our text, he says, I do all this for the sake of the 

gospel.  I do this because of what Jesus did for me.  I do it for the gospel that I may share in its 

blessings.  What does that mean that Paul spread the gospel so that he could share in its 

blessings?  You see Paul realized that it didn’t end with Christian freedom, just like the world 

didn’t end when Jesus rose from the dead, and our church year doesn’t end after Easter Sunday.  

Life goes on; and while Christians have freedom from the burden of the law, we also have a 

responsibility, not to the law, but to the gospel.  To do everything we can to share that gospel 

with anyone and everyone even if that means laying our Christian freedom aside.  So Paul had to 

ask himself, am I living my life out of service to the gospel, because if I’m not then what does 

that have to say about my faith?  What does that have to say about whether I will share in the 

blessings Jesus won through his death and resurrection?   

We can ask ourselves the same question.  Every night before you go to bed, remind 

yourself that the natural response of someone who has been saved by Jesus from the damnation 

of sin is to structure our lives around telling others that good news.  Then you can ask yourself, 

“Have I done that today?  If not, then what does that say about me?”  When we wake in the 

morning we can start our day by praying, “Lord, to hell with sinful pride and vanity.  Guide me 

as I live today not for myself but in service to those around me and ultimately, Lord, in service to 

You and Your gospel message.  Order my will and set my ambition in line with Your will so that 

everything I do serves the coming of Your kingdom.”   

He will guide you to do just that.  And you will be able to serve him and to save others 

because that is the impact that the death and resurrection of Jesus have made on you.  To Him 

alone be the glory.  Amen. 


